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MY BRILLIANT CAREER
MILES FRANKLIN

• Now a major Netfl ix series starring Philippa Northeast and 
Christopher Chung.

• A timeless tale of  vital importance – the novel that marked the 
start of  Franklin’s career.

• A beautifully presented edition that takes its design basis from 
the fi rst edition.

• Fully annotated with helpful notes, making this an approachable 
and accessible edition.

‘This was life – my life – my career, 
my brilliant career! I was fi fteen – fi fteen!’

First published in 1901, My Brilliant Career is a powerful portrayal of  
life in turn-of-the-century rural Australia. Young, headstrong and born 
into a family dogged by misfortune, Sybylla Melvyn is determined to 
avoid the lot of  young women – to escape the drudgery of  farm life by 
fi nding a husband – and instead devotes herself  to the arts, adamant 
she will one day make her way as a writer, actor, artist…

Through a series of  bad business decisions Sybylla’s father fritters 
away the family fortunes, and the hapless teen – considered a burden 
by her mother – is sent to live with her grandmother, where life is 
comparatively blissful. When a dashing neighbour makes an appearance 
Sybylla’s nerve is tested – but Fate has one more hand to play. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Stella ‘Miles’ Franklin (1879–1954) was an Australian writer best 
remembered for her portrayals of  Australian life in My Brilliant Career 
and All That Swagger. Her legacy lives on in the Stella Prize, a literary 
award for writing by Australian women.

‘Wonderfully lively and rebellious.’
LUKE BUCKMASTER, GUARDIAN

‘An Australian literary milestone 
and a feminist classic.’

ADAM SWEETING, THEARTSDESK


