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VENUS AND ADONIS
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

•	 A beautiful new edition of  Shakespeare’s first published work.

•	 Follows the success of  similar Renard series (George Orwell, 
Virginia Woolf  and William Morris) in a similar format, which 
are amongst our bestselling classic titles.

•	 Perfect for the gift market, as well as lovers of  the bard’s work 
and writings.

•	 Attractively produced, and printed on premium papers.

•	 An accessibly priced till-point-sales title.

Long before Shakespeare’s name was synonymous with the stage he 
built a name as a poet, and Venus and Adonis was likely the first work to 
be published by the same quill that gave the world Macbeth, Romeo and 
Juliet and the rest of  the canon. 

This narrative poem tells the story of  Venus, the goddess of  love, 
and her unrequited love for Adonis. Inspired by Ovid’s telling of  the 
myth, Shakespeare’s version is much more forthright, and was an 
instant success. A light entertaining tale, this is the poem that marks 
the beginning of  the building of  the Bard’s brand.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
William Shakespeare (c.1564–1616) is widely considered one of  the 
greatest writers of  all time in the English language, and the impact of  
his work is without parallel. Best known for his plays, which have been 
translated into every major living language, his sonnets and narrative 
poems are also widely studied. Venus and Adonis (1593) is thought to be 
his first publication.
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‘Shakespeare invented the human as we  
continue to know it.’
HAROLD BLOOM


