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WAY TO THE WEST
ANDY CHRISTOPHER MILLER AND  
VALLY MILLER

• A beautiful full-colour coffee-table paperback collection.

• Will appeal to all lovers of  the British coastline.

• Thought-provoking poetry and artwork that considers the 
power of  place and the connection of  people to the area.

• A beautifully produced title – perfect for the gift market.

Way to the West is a glorious collection resulting from a collaboration 
between disciplines of  art. Featuring twenty-five beautiful full-page wa-
tercolours alongside accompanying poems, its focus is on the western 
tip of  Cornwall. For Andy and Vally Cornwall’s geographical remote-
ness, its abiding attraction as a holiday location, its proud fishing and 
mining history and the varying and often dramatic moods of  its weath-
er and sea are an inspiration and cause for celebration.

The profound emotional and psychological effects on visitors to 
Cornwall is not lost on the authors, who have a long association with 
the area, having walked its entire coastline and holidayed there for over 
a half  a century. Way to the West is a celebration of  the natural world 
and the home, the past and the present, and of  the fierce interconnect-
edness of  people with their landscape. 

ABOUT THE POET AND 
ILLUSTRATOR:

Andy Christopher Miller is a widely published 
poet, author and psychologist. A winner of  
the Yeovil Poetry Prize, Andy has also served 
as an Honorary Professor at the Universities 
of  both Nottingham and Warwick. Over a 
fifty-year period, he has walked the entire 
coast of  Cornwall and has climbed on all its 
major sea cliffs. Vally Miller is a landscape 
artist who has exhibited her work in the UK 
and in Europe. Over the last forty years she 
has taught drawing and watercolour painting 
to adults and children. Andy and Vally are 
currently collaborating on verse and art 
projects, exploring how each form inspires the 
other. They live in the Peak District.

ISBN: 978-1-80447-032-9
25 full colour illustrations • £15
BIC: DCF, AMV, AFCC 
paperback • 60pp • 246 x 189 mm 
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Evening 
 
 
The daylight drowns in fire. 
 
Rabbits close crop the last blades of grass, 
The buzzard makes one final, circling sweep. 
Rooks assemble in cacophonies, 
Badgers, foxes sense the night, 
Toads lollop across roads, 
Rats race along their runnels 
And mice in tangled thickets twitch. 
 
And the daylight drowns in fire. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
Seize the tide 
  
No island is a man 
Entire of himself. 
  
Always, an impossible crossing, 
A submerged link, 
Can be taken. 
  
Must be taken. 
  
Break out across the causeway. 
Seize the tide 
As it would seize you. 
  
Every island enhances you. 
Every crossing not made, diminishes. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extremity 
 
A ragged rim of rock, 
A citadel of cliff, 
Extremity, the edge, the end, 
The very first and last. 
 
Held in, contained, 
The land gains definition, 
Takes heart, takes time, 
Unhurried, claims identity. 
 
If the ocean’s greatest power wanes 
And ends as feeble froth,  
Then the earth shall be first, the water last 
And the country realised. 
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