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ART, WEALTH AND RICHES
WILLIAM MORRIS

• One of  the best known essays by the great writer and artist.

• Part of  a planned series of  Morris’s essays on art and socialism, 
presented in beautifully designed, pocket-sized editions, printed 
on premium papers.

• Follows the success of  Renard’s series of  Orwell’s essays in a 
similar format, amongst our bestselling classic titles.

• Perfect for the gift market, as well as lovers of  the great artist’s 
work and writings.

William Morris is perhaps best known today for the beautiful textile 
designs he created under the banner of  Morris & Co, which contin-
ue to decorate homes around the globe. As one of  the leading lights 
of  British socialism, however, he is less well known, and this series of  
Morris’s Manifestos seeks to highlight his extraordinary contribution to 
the literary canon on subjects socialist and artistic.

Based on a lecture given at the Manchester Royal Institution in 1883, 
Art, Wealth and Riches is a thought-provoking essay that considers art 
as having educative and aesthetic value that should be shared with the 
many, rather than financial value that should be hoarded by the few. 

Morris asks: ‘Is art to be limited to a narrow class who only care for it 
in a very languid way, or is it to be the solace and pleasure of  the whole 
people?’

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
William Morris (1834–96) was a British designer, poet, artist, publisher 
and novelist, best known today for the immensely popular Morris & Co 
he established and designed for. A dedicated socialist, Morris’s political 
poetry, lectures and essays helped to establish the movement as a going 
concern in the UK.
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