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Seize the Tide

No island is a man
Entire of  himself.

Always, an impossible crossing,
A submerged link,
Can be taken.

Must be taken.

Break out across the causeway.
Seize the tide
As it would seize you.

Every island enhances you.
Every crossing not made diminishes.
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Way to the West

Dartmoor –
Flecks on a scowling skyline,
A frown across the land.
Exmoor, then Bodmin, rushing,
The predictable abandoned, 
The pastoral far behind.

Pinpoint populations along this rocky coast,
Threaded on the contours of  the sky.
Cross the neck of  the final peninsula,
Severing connections, stepping out anew.

Look, traveller, on this outcrop now:
Another age in this same place.
Look, stranger, on this weathered legacy:
Another place in this same age.
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Cape Cornwall

They measured, calculated, took their sightings, 
Triangulated distance, swept the stars.
Which cape, projection, promontory
Could satisfy the search for closure, make complete,
Give boundary to their sense of  nation?

What dull cartography can eventually achieve 
Legend and culture do by grace surpass.
With beacon, burial mound and balance, 
Its perfect green goose back confirms 
Cape Cornwall the connoisseurs’ Land’s End. 
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