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SAKI’S PLAYS
‘THE DEATH TRAP’, ‘KARL-LUDWIG’S WINDOW’, ‘THE 
MIRACLE MERCHANT’ AND ‘THE WATCHED POT’

SAKI

•	 The complete collection of  Saki’s plays, including ‘The Watched 
Pot’, his only full-length play, and three one-act plays.

•	 Brilliantly terse and amusing plays in the same style as the short 
stories for which Saki is so well known.

•	 The first and only complete edition of  Saki’s plays.

•	 Contains extra material, including explanatory notes and a note 
on the text, as well as information on the author’s life and works.

The undisputed master of  the short story, Saki’s name is synonymous 
with brilliant writing that satirises Edwardian Society, and his plays 
were no exception. In his only full-length play, ‘The Watched Pot’, 
Trevor Bavvel, sole heir to a country estate, is in want of  a wife, but 
must operate under the strict attention of  his miserly mother Hortensia. 

Although wildly neglected today, Saki’s plays met with widespread 
acclaim in his day, and he was even compared favourably with the great 
Oscar Wilde. This complete edition of  Saki’s plays – the first complete 
edition ever published – demonstrates the great writer’s prowess as a 
playwright, and sparkles with the same wit as the short stories that have 
enchanted generations of  readers. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Hector Hugh Munro (1870–1916), known by his nom de plume, Saki, 
whose humorous writings are amongst the best known in the English 
literary canon, is widely considered to be a master of  the short-story 
genre. Although he also wrote longer works of  fiction, they are not 
nearly as popular as his short stories, which still enjoy a widespread 
readership. Saki also wrote extensively for the Westminster Gazette, where 
he published political sketches such as the Westminster Alice series.

‘His stories and novels appear as delightful  
and […] sophisticated as they did when  

he first published them.’
NOËL COWARD
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