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THE FEMALE SOLDIER OR, THE SURPRISING
LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF HANNAH SNELL

* The only standalone, non-facsimile edition on the market.

* Spelling and punctuation have been silently corrected to make
the text more appealing to the modern reader.

* Contains extra material, including explanatory notes and a
note on the text.

Hannah Snell’s story begins in 1744, with tragedy. That year, she
married James Summs, a Dutch seaman. Soon after their marriage,
she fell pregnant — and Summs abandoned her. The baby died just
a year after she was born. At this juncture, Snell donned a suit,
assumed her brother-in-law’s identity and set off in search of her
husband.

At first she joined the army, but, coming under the Sergeant’s lash,

ISBN: 978-1-913724-04-7 deserted, and went to Portsmouth, where she boarded the sloop
Paperback * 64pp * £6.99 of war Swallow and went off to capture Pondicherry. After that she
BIC: JFSJ1, WTLC, HBW 128 x 198 mm fought in various battles, and sustained multiple injuries — some
24TH FEBRUARY 2021 of which made it difficult to keep her sex concealed. In 1750, she
WORLD ENGLISH returned to London and sold her story, which went on to pique the

interest of readers for centuries and to inspire generations of men
and women alike.

“T’he most famous of all female warriors.’

DROR WAHRMAN

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Hannah Snell (1723-1792) was an Englishwoman known for the acts
described in The Female Soldier; or; The Surprising Life and Adventures of Han-
nah Snell: her husband, James Summes, a Dutch seaman, abandoned
her while she was pregnant with their child; the child died a year later,
and she disguised herself as her brother-in-law and became a soldier so
that she could track down her husband.
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