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TO THE LIGHTHOUSE
VIRGINIA WOOLF

•	 Frequently cited as one of  the best novels of  the twentieth cen-
tury, and a landmark in Modernism.

•	 Part of  an elegantly designed series of  Woolf ’s works, printed 
on deluxe papers and with gold foil covers.

•	 Contains extra material, including explanatory notes and a 
note on the text, as well as information on the author’s life and 
works, and the original critical reaction.

Described by Virginia Woolf  herself  as ‘easily the best of  my books’, and 
by her husband Leonard as a ‘masterpiece’, To the Lighthouse, first pub-
lished in 1927, is one of  the milestones of  Modernism. Set on the Isle of  
Skye, over a decade spanning the First World War, the narrative centres 
on the Ramsay family, and is framed by Mrs Ramsay’s promise to take a 
trip to the lighthouse the next day – a promise which isn’t to be fulfilled 
for a decade. Flowing from character to character and from year to year, 
the novel paints a moving portrait of  love, loss and perception.

Bearing all the hallmarks of  Woolf ’s prose, with her delicate handling 
of  the complexities of  human relationships, To the Lighthouse has earned 
its reputation – frequently appearing in lists of  the best novels of  the 
twentieth century, it has lost not an iota of  brilliance.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Virginia Woolf  (1882–1941) was a Modernist writer, widely considered 
to be one of  the most important of  the twentieth century. She and her 
husband Leonard bought a hand-printing press in 1917, and they set 
up Hogarth Press in their house in Richmond, which published much 
of  Virginia’s work, as well as those of  friends and fellow luminaries. 
Today she is best remembered for her novels – in particular To the Light-
house and Mrs Dalloway – and her essay A Room of  One’s Own.

‘Easily the best of  my books.’
VIRGINIA WOOLF

‘A book which transcends time.’
MARGARET DRABBLE
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